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Employment Experience
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Guttman mediation/ADR Services
January 2006-Present


professional arbitration and mediation services

In association with ARC, with administrative and conference facilities in Los Angeles, Century City, San Francisco, Orange County and San Diego, providing mediation and arbitration services in all aspects of Corporate, Entertainment, Music, Defamation, Media-related Torts, Contract, Employment, Intellectual Property, and Insurance disputes.  Identified by The Hollywood Reporter, Esq. as “one of the most influential mediation professionals for entertainment cases in the United States and abroad”. Liaison Member of LA Superior Court ADR Committee.
VERIFI, INC.




January 2006-April 2009

8391 Beverly Blvd., #310
Los Angeles, CA 90024


GENERAL COUNSEL
Primary responsibility for the Company’s legal and business affairs and its governmental compliance responsibilities, including the negotiation and supervision of all contracts and related business relationships with respect to the acquisition, licensing,  production, distribution and exploitation of the Company’s proprietary technology; including advice and support to management personnel on key business, human resources and intellectual property issues and rights.  

MANTRA FILMS, INC.



JULY 2004 –NOVEMBER 2005

1601 Cloverfield Blvd., Suite 420 South 
Santa Monica, CA 90404


EXECUTIVE V.P., CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER & GENERAL COUNSEL
Primary responsibility for the production, manufacturing, distribution and sales, including the direct response marketing, advertising, business affairs, legal and governmental compliance responsibilities, reporting to the Chief Executive Officer.
RICHARDSON &  PATEL, LLP.


SEPTEMBER 2003-JUNE 2004

10800 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 500

Los Angeles, CA 90024
PARTNER-LITIGATION, ENTERTAINMENT AND CORPORATE LAW

Extensive litigation practice in Entertainment, Media, Corporate and Intellectual Property Law and providing legal and business affairs advice and counseling for clients in the motion picture, television, cable and music industries, including negotiation with respect to production, distribution and exhibition matters; Counseling corporate clients in merger and acquisitions.
CHRISTENSEN, MILLER, FINK, JACOBS, 
JULY 1993 – SEPTEMBER 2003

GLASER, WEIL & SHAPIRO, LLP

2121 Avenue of the Stars, 18th Floor

Los Angeles, CA  90067


PARTNER - LITIGATION AND ENTERTAINMENT LAW
Extensive litigation and business affairs practice in Entertainment, Media, Corporate and Intellectual Property Law and providing legal and business affairs advice and counseling for clients in the motion picture, television, cable and music industries, including negotiation with respect to production, distribution and exhibition matters. 
SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT
SEPTEMBER 1988 - JUNE 1993

3400 Riverside Drive

Burbank, CA  91505


VICE PRESIDENT-LITIGATION AND DEPUTY GENERAL COUNSEL
Primary responsibility for the prosecution and defense of all litigation instituted by or against Sony Pictures Entertainment, Inc. (SPE) and its subsidiaries including Columbia Pictures, Sony Pictures, Tri-Star Pictures, Columbia Tri-Star Television, Columbia Pictures International and Loews Theaters; direct reporting responsibility to Senior Management of SPE and all of its operating subsidiaries on all matters involving litigation and risk management; SPE management's representative to the Motion Pictures Association of America for domestic and international Anti-Piracy matters.
Extensive management involvement in Legal and Business Affairs for domestic and international theatrical, television and home video production, distribution and exhibition.  

Experience includes general advice and counseling and all phases of trial and appellate practice in connection with the handling of Anti-Trust, Defamation and Invasion of Privacy, Copyright and Trademark, Civil Rights, Employment Law, Insurance, Negligence and Bankruptcy matters.

COZEN AND O'CONNOR 
JANUARY 1988 - SEPTEMBER 1988

1900 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA  19103 


PARTNER


Head of Media and Entertainment Law unit of the firm's New York and Philadelphia offices; also extensively involved in Commercial, Employment, Negligence, Products Liability and Insurance related litigation, including trial and appellate practice in federal and state courts throughout the United States and Canada.

CBS INC.  
FEBRUARY 1973 - DECEMBER 1987

51 West 52nd Street

New York, NY


VICE PRESIDENT & ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL

Primary responsibility for the management of the Litigation Section including supervision of all litigation instituted by or against CBS Inc. and all of its subsidiaries, divisions and operating units; responsibility for the hiring and the supervision of retained outside counsel; liaison with CBS' Senior Management and its Group and Division executives; and liaison with the CBS Risk Management Department with respect to insurance acquisition and claim handling.

Extensive management involvement in Legal and Business Affairs aspects of news, network, station, cable broadcasting, recorded music, and home video production and distribution. Management involvement in acquisition and divestiture of corporate entities engaged in the manufacture and distribution of non-broadcast products including publishing, recorded music, musical instruments and toys.

CBS' counsel directly responsible for the defense of CBS in Westmoreland v. CBS and approximately 100 other libel, invasion of privacy and other tort actions arising from broadcasts by  "60 Minutes", "CBS Evening News" and all network and owned and operated television and radio stations.

Experience also includes advice, counseling and trial and appellate practice in Anti-Trust, Securities and Commercial Law, Bankruptcy, Copyright and Trademark, Civil Rights, and Employment Law.

DORAN, COLLERAN, O'HARA, 
NOVEMBER 1971 - FEBRUARY 1973
POLLIO & DUNNE

1471 Franklin Avenue

Garden City, NY


SENIOR LITIGATION ASSOCIATE 
Primary responsibility for trial and appellate practice in Commercial, Anti-Trust, Negligence, Matrimonial and Employer-Union litigation.  Experience also included Labor Negotiations, Real Estate transactions and Product Liability and Malpractice litigation; supervised three trial attorneys and one paralegal.

CRAVATH, SWAINE & MOORE
MAY 1969 - NOVEMBER 1971
One Chase Manhattan Plaza

New York, NY

       LITIGATION ASSOCIATE


Involved in all phases of trial and appellate practice including Commercial, Labor, Civil Rights, Anti-Trust, Securities, Products Liability and Negligence litigation.




EDUCATION
LAW:
BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL





MAGNA CUM LAUDE, 1969






(graduated first in class of 353)

UNDERGRADUATE: 

      
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
B. A.  (Education) 1964








Admitted To PracticeADVANCE \d8 
CALIFORNIA

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS

Second, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Ninth Circuits

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

Central, Southern and Northern Districts of California, Southern and Eastern Districts of New York and

Eastern District of Pennsylvania




Memberships and Offices 
Liaison Member, LA Superior Court ADR Committee 

Beverly Hills Bar Association, Chair, Section on Conflict Resolution  (October 2010—Present)

ABA Section Advisor to Uniform Law Commissioner's Committee on Uniform Defamation Act (1988-1992);

Co-Chairman, Defense Counsel Section, Libel Defense Resource Center (1987-1989);
ABA Tort Insurance Section's Media Law and Torts Committee (1990-1991);

Vice-Chairman, of the ABA Section Committee on Defamation Tort & Insurance (1988-1989);
Member of the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) Anti-Piracy Committee (1988-1993).
Lecturer and Speaker at various Alternative Dispute Resolution, Litigation, Insurance, Entertainment and Media Industry Seminars on Defamation, Copyright and Insurance matters, and author of various seminar materials produced for the Seminars and MCLE courses. Editor and Speaker at Litigation, Insurance, Entertainment and Media industry seminars; Author of various print articles and teaching outlines produced for seminars and MCLE. 
Editor of the Marino Bar Review texts The Substantive Law of New York (1971-73 editions) and The New York Procedural Law (1971-73 editions).
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